JACK BRABHAM

=seorld champion driver

WHES his ear broke down in the last ap
of the two-and-a-hall hour American
Grand Prix motor race at Schring, Florida,

the race for which it was entered 30 Jack
took over, Ho didn’t win, but he had
b tsorbed in the building of the

in December last year—the race that

decided the world mator racing champion-

ship for ‘IM—JM Brabham bnd“:
of sic) "

%0
car that he decided to try mcing for himseld,
Smnbemthnhgammiihlmng
in midget car mcing, taking the Sout
fn_midgut ‘car, onclay, (akiog Ihe Sl

finish was only five hund{chgam away—
a fow scconds” driving in his Cooper Climax
car, but now It might just as well have
been five hundred miles,

ack realized that even if be did not
finish the smce the world championship
wonld atill be hie. His neareat rival, Stirfing
Moss, had broken down early on—nao age
elss could beat him now,

For meat men, that koowledge would
have been: enough—what mom could they
achieve? But for Jack Brabham it was pot
enangh. Healeaped out of the car and pushed
it those last five hundred yards uphill to
finish_fourth, The crowds cheered wildly,
eahautat Al N geoating wperieoes, by

misted after Tis gruel ex Y
collapsed and had to h-r“:nsn i from the
track. Now he sayw, laconically: "It was a
bit much,™

The driving force

What made him do it? Pride in the job
he ks dbolng and in the car he s driving, and
& quiet determination which is an essential
part of the man.

For determi has brought him rom
racing & home'dbwilt car in his native
Australia lo e very top of lis chossn
profession; It Is not the thrills and the
excitoment of motor racing that are its
chiof attraction. "1 il it ns i very, very
Interesting job, but half the fascination lor
me s ln the techaical dovelopment of the
car,” he says

This is easy to beliove, for there b nothi

in his stride. Then ha was introduced to
Cooper cars, the car that was to make his
pame. It was a proud moment whon be
bought his first Cooper Bristol, and in the
fext cighteen months he added a formidable
list of wins to his credit,

I8 succosses wera 80 outatanding that his
friends finally him that he should
try his luck in international events,

Ho sold his car, packed his bags and mid
goodbye to his wife, Betty, and thelr small
son Geolirey, and set sail to try his lortune
in England,

The firet few monthis were very difficult
for the youug Australian, Heo was com-
paratively unknown in England and could
not: get races casily.

There were times when be felt like v;l:g
up the whole thing, but when his wi
#0it cCamo over ta join him ho was encouraged
to stay and n little longer.

works team of drivers and helped te
devel their ing cars. This was the
work he enjoyed more than anything; his

lﬂ:llni]'l.l: km:v:’u]gu and lkﬂllm used to
the full in avelopment of Cooper cam,
As their fame grow, s0 did his own as be
raced and won event after ovent. Now he
was as & potential champion.
Tn 1958 he became Formula 2 champion,
the final event of the international
seazon at Camablanca and in the winter of
that year be moturned to Australis, to race
He finished i only to Moss in the

of the matinde idol about Jack Brabham
Tall and well built, he has a stroag rather
than a haodsome face, tanood and fim
jawed. His eyes are keen and ihe skin st
the comers ks wrinkled from years of peering
ut the road shead, fast moving under his
rucing wheels.

Born (i the Peraliuest distriet of Syduey
in 1926, the onty son of Me, and Mm, C. T.
Brabham, Jack was not brought nr in an
atmoiphore of motor racing. He was
trak a8 an enginoer and got into racing
My weckdent'" w b lelped & [eleod o
build & mid, macing car, At the last
motment the friend was unable to drve in

Aunstralian and New Zenland Grand Prix.

Race lo the lop

Now Jack felt that both his car and
himself were weady (o concentmie on
Formula | racing und from the firat
event of the 1959 seasan, he bed the World

ng Drivens’ Chamipi . closely
challon, by Hritaln's Stirling Moss and
Tony s
Sebring was the deciding race and Jack
flew Lo America alone. His wife, who ofton
wcts as his time-] , could not go,
At theis home in she sat by the
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Jack gets u helping band from Betty and Geoffrey

with his friend and ma . Fhil
 walting for the result. Her when

she heard that he was safe and had won
was overwhelming, and nows of his

tive modesty-—and his inlerest in can
Each morning when Jack s not in traiaing
for a race be drives to garape, which was

was quickly told to delighted neighbouss
and '}nrud{ Mrs, Hrabham was at the
afrport to welcome him home, but Geotlrer,
his seven-year-old pon, bad to wait until the
following ng o Lste  the

P A few ths ago, to do an ordisary
day's woek and be can often l-; foutsd
tinkering with his own Cooper car, This car,
anlbe&i!.hhm'mg(d‘manuiwlm
and white, :::r‘m pride of place in his

champion—{t was much 100 late for a small
to be op, even lor so spocial an oceasdon,

n the office above his neatly painted
white garmge at Chemington, Jack tted
that be was leased at his success, 'In my
early racing days 1 bad loaged to be workd

champé 1 1 never thought 1 would™
&J:;nlln vital yace in Florikda be seired

each vvar. to compets in molor racing
avents.

He regands motor racing very much as &

to be dope to the best of his ability and
8 Always quite calm before a race. '] never
bet it me, becanse, if the car n't
muuga to win It bs just too bad” He
b'trnqdl: o go on r:cluthi:tmnmimy!.:
will leamn to Ay = something
wonld dearty love to da,

Jack is & modet man and his siccesacs
have not altored lis way of life to any great
degree, A Hio of luxury in'the his
bhass, 'ﬁ:y

i

bey's prows cager faces to
the window Mm gare with ndmu'su'u:uand
longng at this su FACing Car. L
they venture in lr:a.k ‘l"nn autograph

His wife’s support

Betty, Jaek's wife, who comes from
Katoomba, New South Wala, s 110
b racing carcer, She rralizes that sa
very carclul driver who takes mi it~
sary riska and Jack bs the first to admit that
ber wondetful support snd encovragement
make all the differcnce in the world to him,
Like his parenty she has never attrmpted to
stand in ks way or to ket her own nateral
fears worry him, She realires that racing
s him life,

Petty drives bersell, and Jack doesn't
mind st Al i sha wants to take the wheel
when they are out together. “He b very
good about it." she syvs.

This year for the first time, the Hrablam
family went bome Lo Amsiralis to
Christmas with thelr t. For Hetty
and Geofirey it wan their first visit since

came to Englasd and they were
terribly excited. Prowd too—

10 be
mm with Jack, the first .rmtnhm o
be champbon denver,




